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Gen. H. Nornian .Stharzkopf, accompanied by ‘wife Brenda, enters Tampa stadium
May 5 during the U.S. Central Command homecoming celebration.
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| Schédule of Events
Victory Day
June 8

Desert Storm Displays

From 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, the
military equipment that won the war will be
on display at the Federal Mall near the
Smithsonian  buildings. - The display will
also be open Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Armed Forces Wreath Ceremony

At 8:45 a.m. Saturday, the President will
lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns,
Arlington National Cemetery, in honor of
those who died in Desert Storm. Access is
limited, standing room only.

Memorial Service .

At 9 a.m. Saturday, immediately follow-
ing the wreath-laying, a memorial service
will be held at the amphitheatre, Arlington
National Cemetery. The U.S. Air Force
Band and Singing Sergeants will participate
in the service, and a joint-service flyover
will assume the missing man formation.
Seating is limited and free tickets are re-
quired.

Campaign Streamer

At 11:30 a.m. Saturday, on the comer of
16th and Constitution Ave., N.E., President
Bush will present a Desert Storm battle
streamer for the flag of each military serv-
ice.

 Victory Parade

At 11:30 a.m. Saturday, elements of
every major unit participating in “‘Opera-
tion Desert Storm” will begin marching
through Washington, D.C. The parade will
begin at the comer of 7th Street and Con-
stitution Ave., proceed down Constitution,
cross the Arlington Memorial Bridge and
end at the Pentagon’s north parking lot.

Victory Picnic

From 2 to 6 p.m., an all ~-American picnic
will be held at the White House Ellipse for
parade participants and their families. En-
tertainment will include the U.S. Army
Blues, U.S. Navy Country Current and the
U.S. Air Force “'Airmen of Note.”

USO Show

From 7 to 9 p.m., ‘the United Services
Organization will sponsor a show on the
Federal Mall with performances by Holly-
wood entertainers.

Fireworks Extravaganza

At 9 p.m., a fireworks display on the
federal Mall will be the grand finale for the
day of celebratlon :

On the Cover

The illustration on the cover was painted by
Chris Hopkins, an award-winning artist known
for his striking landscape paintings and for his
NFL Superbowl images. At the conclusion of
Operation Desert Storm, Hopkins felt inspired
to create a commemorative piece which would
capture the “emotion and determination” of
the men and women who served in the Persian
Gulf. Lithographic reproductions of his print
are being marketed by Timbuktu Promotions
of Mission Viejo, Calif., with a portion of the
proceeds béing donated to the “‘Desert Storm
Surviving Dependents Fund.”” The artwork was
reprinted on the cover with permission from
Timbuktu.
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Metro sets
June 8

schedule

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (WMATA) announced special transit
schedules for the Saturday, June 8, Desert
Storm National Victory Celebration.

Metrorail service will operate from 8 a.m.
June 8 to as late as 1 a.m. June 9, if needed.
Metrobus service will operate on a special
Saturday schedule with additional service from
eight downtown bus staging areas after the
fireworks display and additional service avail-
able up to 2 a.m. June 9 to relieve crowding on
Metrorail if necessary.

Fares will be 85 cents for any Metrobus trip
and $1 for any Metrorail trip. Senior citizens
and disabled passengers will pay 25 cents per
trip. Rail fares will be collected in barrels. Valid
rail to bus transfers will be accepted as full bus
fare on Metrobus. Valid Metrobus transfers will
be accepted as full fareon Metrorail. Valid
Family/Tourist and flash passes will be ac-
cepted for Metrobus and Metrorail fares. Park-
ing at all transit authority-operated lots will be
free. Bicycles will not be permitted in the
Metrorail system June 8.

Crowd estimates range for June 8 from
200,000 to 350,000 for the major events.
Trains and buses can move approximately
100,000 passengers an hour. If crowds are very
large, it will take several hours to clear the
Mall.

To get to and from the fireworks display,
passengers should take advantage of all the
downtown stations, and avoid using the Smith-
sonian and Federal Triangle Stations, which
are usually very crowded. Passengers should
avoid transferring between Metrorail lines, if at
all possible. Alexandria and Southeast Fairfax
County passengers should use the Yellow Line,
with the Archives Station at Seventh St. and
Pennsylvania Ave. located near the Mall.

Approximately 150 additional WMATA em-
ployees will provide information and assis-
tance to passengers on June 8. They will wear
identification badges and red, white and blue
hats with a Metro insignia. After the fireworks
display, buses marked “‘Special”’ will operate
as follows:

From: O9th St. between Pa. and Constitution
Aves., N.W.
To: Friendship Heights/Silver Spring

From: 10th St. between Pa. and Constitution
Aves., N.W.

To: Anacostia

From: 14th St. between Constitution Ave. and
D St., N.W.

To: Ballston via Rosslyn

From: 17th St. between I and K Sts., N.W.

To: Glen Echo

From: Federal Center SW Station
To: Eastover, Marlow Heights

From: Federal Triangle Station
To: Takoma and Petworth

From: Independence Ave. between 12th and
14th Sts., S.W.
To: Pentagon Metro Station

From: 14th St. between Constitution and D
Street, N.W.
To: Takoma, 14th St. and Colorado Ave.

In case of rain or high winds, all events will
be held, except the fireworks display. There is
no rain date for the fireworks display.

For further information about transit sched-
ules, call Metro at (202) 637-7000 or (TDD)

638-3780.

Road Closings, pg. 10 See Metro Map, pg. 12

Secreté?? of Defense Dick Cheney

SecDef welcomes troops

I am delighted to participate in the National
Victory Celebration and to thank the many
Americans who supported and contributed to
Operation Desert Storm.

It is a special honor to help recognize the
outstanding servicemen and women of our
armed forces. Their victory in the Guif taks a
proud place in the history of the nation and
the world. Once again, American soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines, and coastguardsmen
fought and triumphed over aggression. Once
again, they upheld our nation’s deepest belief
— the right to be free.

Our troops in the Gulf were not alone. Over
thirty nations sent forces to join the coalition.
And as they fought, others here at home and
throughout the world worked around the clock
to support them. Communications experts,
supply chiefs, transportation planners, intelli-
gence specialists, and many more were part of
a global team that won victory in the Guif and
kept our nation safe. We owe them all our
deepest gratitude.

As our forces worked, brave families waited.
Throughout our history America has relied on
the sacrifices of military families. Parents,
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wives, husbands, and children carried extra
burdens during Operation Desert Storm and
shared the uncertainty and fears of war. To
them, as to our troops, go the credit for the
victory we celebrate and the fruits of liberty we
enjoy.

Before Desert Storm, cynics said there were
no more American heroes. After Desert Storm,
we’ve leamed America has more heroes than
we can count. Our troops let critics do the
doubting. They knew they could do the job.
Now all the world knows it, too.

The men and women of Operation Desert
Storm take their places in a long line of
American patriots, a great parade of courage
and dedication that stretches back through our
history to the very first hours of our indepen-
dence. As we watch today’s young heroes
make their way down Constitution Avenue, let
their triumph remind us of all who fought for
our freedom, from Lexington to the Somme,
from Normandy to Vietnam.

Welcome Home.

Dick Cheney
Secretary of Defense

Military Serviees Public Affairs Liaison Officers

US. Army Maj. Don Sensing
U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Timothy Christenson
U.S, Navy L1. Cmdr. Chris Blandy
US. Air Force Maj. Kathi Blevins
U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Robert Pettis
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Desert Storm:
How the war
was

won

(photo by PH3 Brad Dillon)

The 16-inch guns of the USS Missouri (BB-63) light up the night sky as they fire off

the coast of Kuwait Feb. 12.

L
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From the rapid deployment of
more than 500,000 troops and 18
billion pounds of equipment to the
thunderous air campaign and
lightning ground strike, the Per-
sian Gulf operation stunned the
world.

by John E. Burick

Iragi President Saddam Hussein and his
Army miscalculated America’s resolve and its
military might during the Gulf War. ,

After fighting a ruthless eight-year war with
Iran from 1980 to 1988, Iraq turned to the
south toward the ''nv. oil-producing nation,
Kuwait. Hussein ac 1sed Kuwait of occupying
historically Iraqi lands, which also happened
to have vast oil field.

During July, Hussein started to ‘‘rattle his
saber,”” but promised the Arab League that no
military action would be taken against Kuwait.
He lied.

On Aug. 2, 1990, more than 200,000 Iraqgi
soldiers, supported by tanks and helicopters,
poured over the southern border of Iraq and
seized tiny Kuwait.

Four days later, the Iraqgi Army positioned its
military forces along the Southermn Kuwaiti
border for a second invasion — this time
threatening Saudi Arabia, another oil-produc-
ing giant. Concerned that Saudi Arabia’s
southern oil fields could be next on Hussein’s
wish list, President George Bush offered mili-
tary assistance to Saudi ruler King Fahd, and
the King accepted the offer.

Joining the United States, the United Nations
condemned the Iraqgi aggression and western
countries began talking about assisting a mili-
tary effort in the Middle East. The multinational
military coalition was born.

Operation Desert Shield

The 82nd Airborne Division from Fort Bragg,
N.C. was dispatched to Saudi Arabia on Aug 9.
Shortly after the 82nd’s deployment, the 101st
Airborne Division (Air-Assault) was sent to re-
inforce the 82nd.

With two American Army divisions on the
ground and warships steaming toward the
Persian Gulf, Army Gen. H. Norman Schwarz-
kopf and his Central Command stepped into
the spotlight. His mission was implementing a
plan to defend Saudi Arabia — a plan named
“'Operation Desert Shield.””

Pentagon officials were worried about two
lightly-equipped divisions facing well-armed
Iragi mechanized and armored forces. The
decision was made to send American mech-
anized and armored units.

Two days later, the 24th Infantry Division
(Mechanized) from Fort Stewart, Ga., and the
197th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized) from Fort
Benning, Ga., departed from America to the
Persian Gulf on fast sealift ships. -

Eventually, the 1st Cavalry Division and on
of the 2nd Armored Division’s brigades from
Fort Hood, Texas, were also deployed to Saudi
Arabia. The 1st Infantry Division (Mechanized)
from Fort Riley, Kansas, was soon to follow the
1st Cav and 2nd Armored.

The Marine Corps’ 1st and 2nd Divisions,
and the Air Force’s F-15 and F-16 fighter, and
A-10 close-air support wings were also routed
to the Persian Gulif. To support the active-duty
effort in the Middle East, President Bush on
Aug. 25 activated military reserve units.

America’s allies also sent military forces.
Some of the multi-nation coalition ground

Gulfwar, cont. on pg. 6
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forces consisted of a British armored division,
elements from the French Foreign Legion, a
Syrian mechanized-infantry division, and other
assorted units from the Middle East and Eu-
rope. English, French, Italian, Saudi, and Ku-
waiti air forces supported American airmen.
When Saddam Hussein called up his re-

serves and increased his troop strength in
Kuwait, President Bush authorized an additio-
nal deployment of 200,000 Americans. This
included the 2nd Armored Division (Forward)
and the 3rd Armored Division, which were part
of the VII Corps in Europe.

Iraqi Troops Mass for War

As the Jan. 15 deadline drew near, almost

415,000 American servicemembers, supported
Dy 200,000 allied troops, faced 545,000 dug-in
Iraqi soldiers in the Kuwaiti Theatre of Opera-
tion.

Iraqi equipment deployments increased be-
fore the deadline. In Iraq and Kuwait, the Iraqi
army had 2,800 armored fighting vehicles,
4,200 tanks and 3,100 artillery pieces. The
Iragi tanks were mainly Soviet-built T-72, T-55

and T-54 main battle tanks. They also had the
Soviet BMP infantry fighting vehicles.

The Iraqi force was considered formidalble
with their 20 divisions, organized in a three-
echelon defense.

Desert Storm: the Air War

On Jan. 16 at 4:50 p.m., President Bush
gave the attack order. A hundred Tomahawk
missiles were fired from Naval ships in the
Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. Jets from Bri-
tian, France, Italy, Saudi Arabia, free-Kuwait
and the United States flew 750 individual
bombing missions over Kuwait and Iraq.

During the first 14 hours of the war, numer-
ous Iraqi nuclear and chemical targets were
destroyed. The elite Iraqi Republican Guard
received the brunt of the bombing by U.S. B-
52s.

In retaliation for allied bombing raids, Iraq
hit Israel with eight conventional Scud surface-
to-surface missiles. Only minor damage was
reported. Scuds fired at Saudi Arabia were shot
down by the Army’s Patriot anti-missile de-
fenses.

Unprovoked Scud attacks on Israel forced
Gen. Schwarzkopf and Desert Storm planners
to target mobile Scud missile launchers. Presi-
dent Bush also decided to send American
Patriot crews to Israel to help with the air

J s defense of Tel Aviv.
A Vulcan air defense vehicle is loaded aboard a sealift ship during Operation Desert On the fourth day of the war, 12 Iraqi

Shield. Guifwar, cont. on pg. 7
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soldiers were captured when the U. S. Navy
launched an attack on a Kuwaiti oil platform
that was used as an lIraqgi anti-aircraft gun
emplacement.

After launching 216 Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles and flying 4,700 sorties, Chief of Opera-
tions for the Joint Chiefs of Staff Lt. Gen.
Thomas Kelly declared to the press that the
allies had achieved air superiority over the
Kuwaiti Theater, despite no major engagement
against the Iraqi air force.

On the fifth day of war, Patriot missiles
destroyed nine more Scuds fired at Dhahran
and Riyhad, Saudi Arabia. Three more Ameri-
can aircraft were shot down bringing U. S.
losses to nine fliers.

An M-1 Abrams and tank recovéry vehicle;'n vcss desert terrain in Saudi Arabia.

To begin the second week of war, the Army’s
3rd Cavalry Regiment reported one of its pa-
trols was involved in a fire fight along the
Saudi-Kuwaiti border. Six Iragi prisoners were
taken into custody, and two U.S. troopers
incurred minor injuries. ‘

On the ninth day, U.S. Naval forces captured
Qurah Island off the coast of Kuwait. This
operation marked the first liberation of Kuwaiti
territory. During the battle on and around the
400-square-yard island, two Iraqi mine sweep-
.ers were sunk and three Iraqi soldiers were
killed. Twenty-nine enemy prisoners were taken
into custody.

On the eleventh day of war, Air Force F-111
fighter bombers destroyed two Kuwaiti petro-
leum pipelines used for pumping millions of
barrels of crude oil in Gulf waters. Using tele-
vision-guided ‘‘smart bombs,”” the bombadier

{U.S. Army photo)

steered the ordnance into two oil-pumping
facilities. The blasts severed the pipelines
between the Kuwaiti oil fields and the offshore’
supertanker terminal. The American attack
significantly reduced oil flow into the Guilf.

On day 12, the Air force scored a major
victory in the skies over Kuwait. While on
patrol, two F-16 Eagle jet fighters went head-to-
head with four Iraqi MiG-23s. In the most
dramatic dogfight of the war, the American
fighters shot down both Soviet-made planes.

On day 14, a Marine Corps artillery unit
armed with self-propelled howitzers crept to
positions near the Saudi-Kuwaiti border. The
Marine gunners were successful in landing
their rounds on Iraqi fortifications six miles
behind the front lines.

Gulfwar, cont. on pg. 9
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An allied fighter aircraft speeds past Patriot air defense missile systems. (U.S. Army photo)
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Battle of Khafji — Week 3

Iragi mechanized-infantry battalions made
four separate incursions at the same time into
Saudi Arabia. Of the four incursions across
Kuwait's southern border, the fiercest fighting
took place in the Saudi bordertown, Khafji. A
four-man U.S. Marine reconnaissance unit
trapped during the fight called in artillery
rounds before they were rescued.

The Battle of Khafji was mainly fought by
Saudi mechanized forces. U.S. Air Force A-10
Warthog ground-support jets and Marine Corps
Sea Cobra attack helicopters supported the
allied ground forces in their counterattack. U.S.
aircraft knocked out Iraqgi tanks and infantry
fighting vehicles.

Iraqgi casualties were estimated at 300 in
fighting that was as close as 25 meters. Eleven
Marines were killed during the battle.

On the following day, between 800 to 1,000
Iragi armored vehicles left their dug-in posi-
tions inside Kuwait and moved south toward
the Saudi border. Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Public Affairs Pete Williams specu-
lated that six Iraqi mechanized divisions could
launch a second offensives.

Allied pilots called it a “turkey shoot.”
About 1,000 Iraqi armored vehicles assembled
in an area 25 miles west of the Kuwaiti town of
Wafra were caught in the open. Air Force B-52
bombers carpet bombed what was the assem-
bly area for 60,000 enemy soldiers.

On Feb 4, for the first time since the Korean
War, the Navy's battleship Missouri fired its 16-
inch gquns on military targets. The big guns
hurled seven 2,000 pound projectiles at Iraqi
fortified positions in Kuwait City. The Missou-
ri's guns have a range of 25 miles, and the
weight of the round is comparable to that of a
small economy car.

On Feb. 10, an Air Force A-10 Warthog
attack plane tallied its first vicotry in air-to-air
combat. While on a tank-busting mission over
occupied Kuwait, the A-10 knocked an Iraqi
helicopter out of the sky with its 30 millimeter
cannon.

Feb. 20 was called a '‘dress rehearsal” for
supporting a major ground offensive. The na-
vy’s battleship Missouri, Saudi artillery batte-
ries and allied warplanes smashed an Iraqi
artillery position inside occupied Kuwait. The
coordination of air strikes and artillery fire was
similar to military actions taken before the
ground offensive.

Navy ships suffered their first damage of the

Gulf War Feb. 18. The Tripoli, a Marine Corps American manuever was led by the British 1st
amphibious assault ship, and the Princeton Armored Division better known as the “‘Desert
sailed into Iragi mines. The damage to the Rats.” The Brits were supported by French
Tripoli was minor because the explosion mechanized units. The flanking movements
ripped into a self-sealing compartment inside yere designed to capture the Republican
the ship’s hull. The blast on the Princeton Guard by cutting of their retreat.
caused three injuries and forced the ship to The Marine Expiditionary Force — which
operate at 50 percent power. was supported by Arab and European units —
On the evening of Feb. 20, American casual- pushed through the enemy minefields towards
ties were listed as 19 Kkilled in action, 20 Kywait City. During a one-hour tank battle,

wounded and eight prisoners of war. Marine forces captured an entire Iraqi division,
including the commanding general.
100"70(”’ Gl' ound War Jumping 30 miles behind enemy lines, the

At 4 a.m. on Feb. 24, more than 200,000 82nd Airborne Division took up positions on
allied troops began their attack north, smash- the outskirts of Kuwait City. The 101st Air-
ing through or skirting Iraqi fortified positions borne Division also choppered 50 miles into
in a three-pronged attack. the Iraqi desert to shut down key enemy

The attack on the western front was led by Supply and escape routes. Almost 300 heli-
American M-1 Abrams tank forces consisting of ~copters lifted 2,000 soldiers and 50 HUMVEE-
the U.S. VII Corps and elements of the Xvill towed 105 millimeter howitzers.

Airborne Corps. The two units raced across the Iragi President Hussein personally an-
western Iraqi desert in a flanking movement nounced on Iraqgi television that his forces
that enveloped the Iraqi army.

Another flanking movement east of the Gulfwar, cont. on pg, 10

A (USMr I;ome photo)
An Air Force crew prepares to load a sidewinder missile aboard a fighter aircraft.
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Gulfwar
from pg. 9

were withdrawing to pre-invasion positions in-
side Iraq. Just prior to the announcement, an
Iragi Scud missile attack hit an Army barracks
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, killing 28 American
reservisits.

On the -second day of the ground war,
President Bush announced that allied forces
had taken 30,000 enemy prisoners. He also
said the Iraqgi retreat was instead a tactical

withdrawal. Instead of laying their weapons
down, the Iragi army was fighting while trying
to drag much of their equipment back out of
Kuwait.

On the third day, Kuwaiti resisitance forces
led by American Special Forces units raised
the Kuwaiti flag over Kuwait City. In fighting
around the capital city, the Marine Expeditio-
nary Force’s tankers engaged and defeated
another Iraqi tank division.

In the Iraqgi desert, the 24th Infantry, 1st
Infantry, and 1st Cavalry Divisions continued

f
i
|

the envelopment of retreating Iraqi forces.

After only 100 hours of battle on the ground,
President Bush announced that Kuwait had
been liberated. He also ordered a unilateral
suspension of offensive operations.

The U.S. lost 28 aircraft while the allies
destroyed 141 Iraqi planes. American casual-
ties were listed as 55 killed in action, 50 killed
in non-combat operations, 30 missing and nine
prisoners of war. The allies held 35,000 enemy
prisoners of war.

Roads closed

Several main roads and intersections will be
closed Saturday from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. due to
the Victory Parade.

Constitution Avenue from 7th and 23rd
Street will be closed and will serve as the
parade route. Only pedestrian traffic wil be
able to cross Constitution Avenue intersections
going north to south.

Boundary Channel Drive exiting Rt. 395 will
also be closed, along with Washington Boule-
vard. Francis Bacon Drive, Memorial Bridge
and Memorial Drive near Arlington National
Cemetery will also be closed to vehicular traffic
beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday. All roads will
reopen beginning at 2 p.m. .

An oil well burns in the desert near Kuwait City, following the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from the country.

(photo by JO1 Joe Qawlowicz)
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PRICE CLUB

The Original Cash & Carry Membership Warehouse Since 1976

PRICE C»LUB RECOGNIZES THE EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF
OUR MILITARY AND DOD SUPPORT PERSONNEL

ALL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ARE ELIGIBLE TO JOIN>
PRICE CLUB AS GOLDSTAR MEMBERS

Quality Brand-Name Merchandise

,Jewelry & Watches _ Tires/Auto Supplies _ Electronics
Food & Beverages Beer & Wine Clothmg
Small Appliances Flefngerated and * Books, CDs, Videos
Fresh Produce * Frozen Foods Candy/T obacco

” * Office Supplies , Housewares and Much More!

Member Services

, Optical Department , Vacation Packages 1-Hour Photo Processing
Pharmacy By Mail . Sidewalk Cafe T|re Installation

*Merchandise and Services may vary by location

FIVE METROPOLITAN LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

10925 Baltimore Ave. (Rt. 1) 880 Russell Ave. 4501 Auth Place 2139 nce Cascades Plaza 4725 West Ox Rd.
Beltsville, MD 20765 Gaithersburg, MD 20879 » Suitland, MD 20746 Sterling, VA 22170 " Fairfax, VA 22030

JOIN NOW AS A GOLD STAR MEMBER

PET—

PRICE CLUB -

arin or mail with appropriate ID & Fees to the
ICE CLUB nearest you.

INDIVIDUAL QUALIFICATIONS
Present one of the following: ’ I

p,,:,,f of m,.,vm G:v,a retired LAST NAME (FIRST CARDHOLDER) $25.00  FIRST NAME & MIDDLE INITIAL l

employment rnmental Agent

smployment by Governera Ay i [ i 1 DAY GOLDSTAR SHOPPING PASS
o Colege Utilty Compm' Scheduled |

Passenger Airline; Railroad; Credit Union; CITY STATE ZIP CODE NAME:
Saving & Loan or Bank; Approved Hospital; I '
Public Transportation; Approved AREA CODE HOME PHONE
Organization. I PHONE:
c —_— o .' - DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER STATE ' . I '
Credit Union or Depositor Ci y
(inquire at your credit union or bank) LAST NAME (SECOND CARDHOLDER) $10.00 FIRST NAME & MIDDLE INITIAL I I
MEMBERSHIP FEES AREA CODE HOME PHONE DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER STATE l l
$25.00 annually for first card i
$10.00 annually for second card QUALIFYING ORGANIZATION Pass #617 - ' ’

Cash Only - Valid thru July 14, 1991

MAILED APPLICATIONS WILL HAVE CARD RETURNED BY MAIL

PRICE CLUB IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF THE PRICE COMPANY
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Shady Grove

Wheaton &

&> Rockville
MARC

g Capital Beltway
5> Twinbrook &

Friendship Heights |
Cleveland Park

O Hunling n &2
Legend &

Red Line - Wheaton/Shady Grove

- Blue Line - Addison Road/Van Dorn Street

Orange Line - New Carrollton/Vienna

@ Transfer Station

Welcome Home
Troops!

*x X X

CMU
Serving the
Department

of Defense
for more than
- 20 years

Forest Glen 62

Yellow Line - U Street-Cardozo/Huntington

[E2] Green Line - Gallery Pi-Chinatown/U Street-Cardozo

Iit’s Time
to Enroll!

Active Duty Dependents
Dental Plan

Basic dental coverage for the spouses

and children of active duty service

members.

* Sponsored by the Department of
Defense and your Service Branch

% Low monthly premiums

* No deductibles /No maximums

Go to your Military Personnel Office

to enroll now! Your family is not

covered until you sign up.

To learn more, contact your Health

Benefits Advisor in the CHAMPUS

Office or DDPxDELTA at
(313) 489-2240.

DDP*DELTA.

@ All day Parking

MARC Commuter Rail Service

NN Capital Beltway

Master of Science
in Administration

with concentrations in

% Public Administration

* General Administration

% Health Services Administration

% Human Resources Administration

% Software Engineering Administration

A degree program for working adults

* Seven Washington Metro class sites
% Weeknight and weekend classes
% New term beginning each month

For program information and a class schedule call 703-560-2044

CENTRAL MiCHIGAN UNIVERSITY

We bring the University to you!

Central Michigan University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. CMU is an affirmative action and equal opportunity institution.



he people of Anheuser-Busch
Companies and the USO join all
Americans in honoring our mili-
tary men and women and their
courageous families.

Yellow Ribbon Summer at our
family theme parks starts on
May 18, Armed Forces Day, and

continues through Labor Day
weekend.

Working with the USQO, we are
offering free admission to active
duty and active reserve members
of the U.S. Armed Forces and their
immediate dependents.

Please be our guests for a day

Victory Edition 13

of fun at one of our parks. Contact

your Recreation Services Office

after May 1, 1991 for details.
Come and visit us, we're

looking  [pper=
forward to | ' * t
welcommg~ i

© 1991 Anheuser-Busch Companies, St. Louis, MO
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Andrews AFB uses gym for wounded

by SSgt. Eddie C. Riley
Andrews AFB Public Affairs

ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, Md. — Even
though Andrews didn't deploy any fighter
pilots to the Persian Gulf, one of its missions
did impact each branch of the armed forces
during Desert Storm: the mission of receiv-
ing the wounded returning to the states.

The 10th Aeromedical Staging Flight, a
part of Malcolm Grow USAF Medical Center,
fulfilled that mission here. The 10th ASF is a
component of the Air Force aeromedical
evacuation system. This Military Airlift Com-
mand-controlled system is designed for war.
The mission is to move combat casualties
from battle areas to overseas or statesides
hospitals.

Since Andrews was the central returning
point for combat and accidental injuries, the
flight moved its operations from the medical
center to the fitness center on the west side
of Andrews for more space Jan 18 in prepa-
ration for any number of casualties. This
expanded their capacity from 75 to 250
beds. The 10th ASF began receiving patients
Jan. 21 with assorted injuries from broken
bones and bums to wounds received from
gunshots and land mines.

“'Stable patients can stay here up to three
days awaiting aircraft to take them to other
hospitals throughout the United States.”
said SMSgt. Gary W. Walos, 10th ASF super-
| intedent of nursing services. :

Equipment used to convert the fitness
center came from the Andrews War Read-
iness Materiel Warehouse. Some of the blan-

z

(U.S. Air Force photo by Mark Butler, Capital Flyer)

Inside the tennis center where the 10th Aeromedical Staging Flight converted the two
indoor courts to a transient hospital in January.

kets, still in their original wrapping, dated
back to 1932.
“"Even some of the newspapers used to

- wrap the equipment and supplies date back

to 1952,” Walos said.

The 10th ASF served as a medical transit-
ing point for more than 17,000 patients. The
10th ASF shipped its last patient out May 15
and moved back to original facility May 17.

There, the flight continues its peacetime
mission of caring for transiting Department
of Defense-eligible patients from one medi-
cal facility to another through the aeromedi-
cal evacuation system.

"“Our peactime mission is basically the
same as our wartime mission. We do the
same - job everyday; only the numbers
change,”” Walos said.

SUCCESSFUL MILITARY RELOCATION SPECIALIST

| AM SENSITIVE TO THE PRESSURES ASSOCIATED WITH RELOCATING

‘Benita S. Herndon
MILITARY WIFE

My special thanks to all of the Desert Storm
Soldiers and their families who allowed me to
assist them during their period of adjustment
and transition during the war. | hope that

everyone has returned safely.

CONGRATULATIONS and WELCOME HOME!!!
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P

Along with the
Award winning Shannon & Luchs Team | will:

-Introduce you to an in-house loan officer who
will provide free pre-qualification

-Personally see to it that you find the place
you want to call home

-If needed, connect you with our worldwide
referral network

You and | will work together
Call me. | am ready to serve you!

Benita S. Herndon

Ofc: (301) 681-0550
Res: (301) 608-3042

MR TR
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Welcome Home!
AMERICA'’S FINESTI‘

Cameron Station, Walter Reed, Bolllng, Fort Myer,
Fort Meade, Fort Belvoir, Andrews, Fort Ritchie,
Fort Detrick, Vint Hill Farms, A.P. Hill

Exchange Privileges
for Guardsmen Why
and Reservists

didthe
others
wait sO
long?

Forover Q0 years, we've
been bringing you

e Best price
Guardsmen and Reservists who perform training, in a pay
or non-pay status are authorized unlimited exchange eV@W dOy
privileges. They may use any of the AAFES facilites.

AAFES .. == Everyday low prices... always had ‘em... always willl
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Heroism Under Fire

Losing Bradley scout vehicle and fellow crew members on
encounter with Iraqi T-72 tank, PFCs Bradish and
McClure carried fight forward until enemy was defeated

by Michael Gollaher
148th PAD

The scout platoon had been in position only
five minutes when a Soviet-made T-72 tank
appeared from behind a berm about 300 me-
ters away. It was flanked by Iraqi infantrymen
and was headed toward the Bradley scout
vehicles. The lightly armored Bradleys were no
match for the tank’s 125mm main gun.

Despite the mismatch, one Bradley attacked
the tank with TOW missiles. The first shot from
the Bradley missed. The second — and last —
missile disabled but didn’t destroy the tank.

By the time the firefight ended, two U.S.
soldiers would be dead, a third seriously
wounded, and two young privates — Pfc. Frank
Bradish of Pocatello, Idaho, and Pfc. John
McClure of San Bernadino, Calif. — would be
recommended for the Silver Star.

Bradish and McClure, scouts for the 4-32nd
‘Armored Battalion, 1st Brigade, 3rd Armor
Division, manned a Bradley designated HQ-26.

Fellow soldiers could tell stories about their
familiarity with weapons, their gung-ho atti-
tude, and how they loved soldiering, particular-
ly Bradish, who was nicknamed “*Ranger Bob."”

“There was no one else like Bradish,” said
1st Lt. James Barker of Whitewood, S.D., Brad-
ish’s platoon leader. 'We all used to say that if
anyone could make it through this thing allve
it would be Bradish.”

On Feb. 26, though, Bradish’s chances
didn’t seem promising at all.

It was only the second day of the Desert
Storm ground war, but the 3rd Armor Division
had ailready penetrated deep into southem
Iraq.

As the HQ-22 track headed south with a
group of Iraqgi prisoners, three other Bradleys
set-up. a line to the northem front of the
battalion and tied in with the 2nd Armored
Brigade. Cavalry scouts were positioned in the
area to their right rear flank. By 7:30 p.m. it
was overcast and pitch black.

Contact

Though Bradish and McClure’s fighting vehi-
cle had disabled the Iraqi tank, the T-72 was
still capable of destroying the Bradleys. The
disabled tank turned out to be from the Repub-
lican Guard’s Tawakalna Armored Division.

One of the Bradleys moved into its attack
position. As the Iraqi infantrymen scrambled
for cover, the gunners of the two other Brad-
leys opened up with their 25mm guns as the
third Bradley launched a TOW missile at the T-
72. The missile popped the turret off the tank
and lit up the sky.

But the TOW hit its target too late for HQ-26.
After HQ-26's second TOW was fired, Bradish
opened the observer’s hatch to reload, _]USt as
incoming rounds hit the vehicle.

What happened next is not entirely clear.
Incoming rounds filled the Bradley’s turret with

3 x N B AT e T ML W - e 2R 4w s
‘*flashés and 'some of the:anfmanition inside the LAY S ST

track became hot enough to explode.

The result was disaster.

The Bradley’'s commander was killed almost
immediately, and the driver received mortal
wounds. The gunner was seriously injured, but
was still alive and conscious.

McClure escaped without life-threatening in-
juries.

Although the tips of two fingers and the
thumb of his right hand were blown away,
Bradish reported that he was okay but that the
driver was “hurt bad.” Thinking he smelled
fuel and fearing an explosion, McClure yelled
for one of his injured buddies to leave the
track. Despite his injuries, the wounded soldier
was able to climb out and crawl some 30 feet
in front of the Bradley, where he collapsed.

McClure secured the radio, pulled some
flares from the ammo box in the turret and
gave them to Bradish. Bradish took the flares
and his M-16 and prepared to defend the
position.

While McClure tended to the wounded, Brad-
ish called another vehicle, reported the hit and
requested a medic. Cussing at the flares —and

" finally opening them with his teeth because of

his injured hand — Bradish sent them up to
mark their position. This would keep them safe
from friendly fire, and would help to locate
them in the darkness.

Later, as they tended to their injured com-
rades, Bradish and McClure heard the rustle of
enemy boots and equipment in the darkness
just ahead of them.

Firefight

Aﬂer popping the turret of the T-72 with his
TOW, one of the three original Bradleys radio-
ed for tank support and an ambulance track.
There might be other Iraqi tanks in the area,
and the remaining Bradleys were no match for
the heavy armor.

Barker then saw an enemy infantry squad
headed to the northeast, moving directly for
Bradish and McClure. He quickly called in
mortar rounds and dispersed the attackers,
and then radioed HQ-24 to take an overwatch
position forward of Bradish and McClure.

As Barker headed toward the crippled Brad-
ley, cavalry scouts nearby warned him of a

large squad of enemy infantry moving toward

his vehicle in a tactical formation. Using 25mm
high explosive rounds from the Bradley Bush-
master chain gun, Barker’'s team was able to

Only when the wounded were
loaded onto the ambulance track
did Braddish, who had continued
to man the perimeter and lend
his assistance, announce he was
injured. . .

TR g L L N N e -

break up the attack.

After fighting his way to the disabled HQ-26,
Barker found Bradish defending the perimeter.

“I'm fine,” reported Bradish. “Go get (the
driver) ‘cause he’s hurt pretty bad.”

Barker left his observer with Bradish to help
with perimeter security. Seeing the other sol-
dier with a .50 caliber machine gun, Bradish
swapped it for his M-16 and set up an over-
watch position.

Just then, the cavalry came to the rescue:
Sgt. 1st Class Craig Kendall’s M-1 Abrams tank
stormed through the perimeter to protect
them.

Within 20 minutes, the rest of Kendall’s tank
platoon and two ambulance tracks arrived. Sgt.
Sergio Nino of Rockville, Md., a medic, as-
sessed and triaged the casualties. He tried in
vain to get a pulse from HQ-26's commander,
still slumped forward in the turret seat of his
track.

Inside HQ-26, the driver was still conscious,
but in shock. Using a flashlight, Nino and
another medic redressed his wounds. The
other two badly injured soldiers needed to be
evacuated immediately if they were to survive.

Only when the two soldiers were loaded onto
the ambulance track did Bradish, who had
continued to man the perimeter and lend
assistance, announce he was injured and
needed help. Then he collapsed on the sand.

“"What do you expect me to do...get up and
walk to the track myself?”’ Bradish joked.

By then, Bradish was in agony and needed
quick attention. When the stretcher was
brought to him, McClure confirmed what he
had suspected: Bradish was injured far worse
than he had let on.

Not only had he lost portions of his right
hand and suffered a painful groin injury, a
round had also gone through both upper
thighs, leaving holes the size of a fist. The
medics could not understand how Bradish had
been able to run around, pop flares, radio for
help, tend the wounded and perform security.

Even though he was almost screaming from
the pain by now, “Ranger Bob’’ still had time
for a joke. Holding up his maimed right hand,
he quipped, "They thought they had me, but I
fooled them...I shoot left-handed!”” As he was
loaded onto the ambulance track, he called
back: "Tell all the guys I love ‘em and I'll see
‘em back at the Rock,” a training area in
Germany.

Aftermath

For their actions under fire, Bradish and
McClure were recommended to be awarded the
Silver Star, the U.S. military’s fourth highest
decoration. The wounded members of the
team will recover. The dead will not be forgot-
ten. Not by their fellow scouts, their friends and
families, nor by their nation, which owes them
its deepest gratitude.

(Gollaher is the deputy state public affairs
officer of the Idaho National Guard. He is on

active duty in the Persian Gulf with the 148th
" Public’Affairs’ Détaclimeént.) (ARNEWS) ™~~~ =
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Firefight betweer
lightly armorec
Bradley scout vehi-
cles and lraqi T-72
tanks left both in
wreckage, as with
this Iraqgi tank left
in the desert near

Kuwait City.
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A patrol boat approaches the hospital ship USNS Comfort in the Persian Gulf.

Ready for the wounded

'Bethesda provides
staff for ‘Comfort’

The USNS Comfort (T-AH 20)
was ordered activated for duty in
the Persian Gulf on Aug. 9, 1990,
the day after President Bush or-
dered the deployment of 200,000
American troops to Saudi Arabia
in response to Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait. The ship sailed within five
days. More than 100 medical and
support personnel from the Na-
tional Naval Medical Center
(NNMC) were aboard the ship
when it sailed from Baltimore
Aug.14 with another 300 joining
the ship in Norfolk, Va. These
original 400 became the first wave
of what eventually would be over
1,200 NNMC staff members who
would deploy aboard the hospital
ship. Under the command of Cap-
tain Roger J. Pentzien, MC, USHN,
the Medical Treatment Facility
aboard Comfort was made up al-
most entirely of medical and sup-
port personnel from NNMC and
other Navy medical facilities in the
Washington, D.C. area. While the
Comfort’s main mission was to
provide acute surgical care in sup-
port of military operations, the
1,000-bed capacity ship offered
other medical support services to
Operation Desert Shield and De-
sert Storm personnel.

During the ship’s eight-month
maiden deployment the staff
treated over 8,000 outpatients,
718 inpatients and conducted 337

surgical procedures. More than
200 medical evacuation -flights
were received.

Exemplifying the axiom that a
good team is only as strong as its
bench, Navy reservists shed their
civilian trappings, re-fitted their
Navy uniforms and reported for
active duty at NNMC shortly after
the deployment of the USNS Com-
fort. As replacements for the de-
ployed staff, the reservists, nearly
three-quarters of whom were badly
needed hospital corpsmen, experi-
enced a frantic week of canceled
plans, postponed arrangements
and rescheduled assignments. All
of the reserve activation planning
paid off when reservists assumed
the duties of deployed NNMC doc-
tors, nurses, corpsmen and sup-
port personnel bringing with them
many years of experience and ex-
pertise.

Even though the war was many
miles away there was still a hospi-
tal to run, patients to see and
students to teach here at home. A
newly integrated staff of activated
reservists and regular active duty
personnel continued, and in some
cases improved, on the fine qual-
ity of health care expected from
the “'Presidents’ hospital.

Navy medicine was and is stand-
ing by and will always be ready to
assist.

Walter Reed expands

by Larry Lane and Bonnie Heater
Walter Reed PAO

Anticipating that a ground war
in the Mideast might generate
numerous casualties, Walter
Reed Army Medical Center ex-
panded its capacity from 850
beds to 1,000 by Jan. 15, and
had contingency plans for treat-
ing as many as 2,000 patients if
needed.

The action was necessary be-
cause Walter Reed had been des-
ignated a major receiving point
for Desert Storm casualties, as
was the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Army Medical Center at Fort Gor-
don, Ga.

The expansion was accom-
plished by identifying places
where existing wards were not
being used to their full patient
capicity. Some were used to only
half their designed patient-hand-
ling capacity, with the remain
space used to house offices. The
goal was to reclaim this space as
bed space, according to Center
Commander Maj. Gen. Richard
D. Cameron.

After inventorying each ward,
the areas that could be con-
verted with minimal disruption to
the hospital’s day-to-day health
care were chosen for conversion
to bed space. This meant pack-
ing and storing some equipment,
and relocating entire offices.

In addition, more than 1,400
activated reservists were made

available to assume physician,
nursing, technical and adminis-
trative positions vacated by Wal-
ter Reed staff members who had
deployed to Desert Shield and
Desert Storm.

They were also there to help
handle a possible influx of De-
sert Storm casualties. During the
build-up Cameron admitted to
some interesting challenges.
“We've got to take care of our
new people with housing and
food service, of course, but its
just as important to give every-
one meaningful work,” he said,
until the casualties begin arriv-
ing.

The reserve force, known as E
Company, was made up of peo-
ple from reserve units all across
the nation. The largest section
was the 2290th U. S. Army Re-
serve Hospital from Rockville,
Md. Walter Reed had been the
unit’s drill site, and some of the
reservists work for the center
during peace-time in civilian ca-
pacities.

Of the 1,400 who processed in
at Walter Reed, all did not re-
main there. Some were sent to
fill shortages of medical special-
ties elsewhere in Health Services
Command, and others went to
overseas assignments — includ-
ing Saudi Arabia. Currently,
more than 700 reservists are still
augmenting the Walter Reed
staff.
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When it comes to location and value,
Metropolitan Washington calls us home.

® New Models ® New Locations ® New Prices 8 Extraordinary Financing
m Option Incentives ® And More ® See a U.S. Home Community This
Weekend and Ask About Our M.V.P. Program =

Four bedroom single-family homes with two-story
hardwood foyer, gourmet kitchen, super bath, optional
sunroom, adult retreat suite, study and more.

[ ] [] (]
In Virginia
NEABSCO HILLS. Single-Family Homes

near Montclair. From $207,990! Now Grand
Opening our newest model!

Take I-95 S. to Exit 52 (Dale City/Dale Blvd.).
Follow Dale Blvd. to a left on Minnieville Rd.,
left on Cardinal Dr. and left on Greenmount Rd.
Sales center will be on your right. Phone
(703) 670-3020 or metro (703) 690-1230.

SINGLETON’S GROVE. Garden Town-
homes in Centreville. From the low $120’s!
Fairfax County’s best value!

Take I-66 W to Rt. 28 Exit S. Follow Rt. 28,
turn left on New Braddock Rd. to a left on

Singleton’s Way. Sales center will be on your
right. Phone (703) 631-3833.

SINGLETON’S GROVE. Three-level
townhomes in Centreville. From the $140s!
Now Grand Opening new decorated models!

Take I-66 W to Rt. 28 Exit S. Follow Rt. 28,
turn left on New Braddock Rd. to a left on

VA. $1 MOVE-IN A

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Garden Townhomes

Two and three bedroom garden townhomes
with more space, more privacy and more value.
In a convenient Centreville location.

Singleton’s Way. Sales center will be on your
right. Phone (703) 631-3833.

RIVER OAKS. Three-level Townhomes.
Prince William County’s newest planned
community. From $125,500!

Take I-95 S. to Exit 521 (Rt. 784 E./Northern
Virginia Community College) to a right at
first traffic signal onto U.S. Rt. 1. Follow Rt. 1
to a left on River Ridge Blvd. Follow signs

to U.S. Homes sales center. Phone (703) 221-0011
or metro (703) 551-0333.

In Maryland

ASHWOOD. Single-Family Homes just
minutes from the Capital Centre. From
$176,950! Now Grand Opening our newly
decorated models!

From the Beltway, take Rt. S07E. to Rt. 704 N.
Turn right on Lottsford Vista Rd. to sales
center on right. Phone (301) 731-5545.

(Call for details.)

America Calls Us Home:

P W h

Three Level Townhomes

Two and three bedroom, three level garage townhomes
with exciting new floorplans, cathedral ceilings, decorator
columns, two-story bay window and more.

SOUTHLAKE AT LAKE ARBOR. Three-
level townhomes from $133,950! Now Grand
Opening new decorated models!

From the Beltway, take Exit 17-A (Landover

Rd./Rt. 202 S.), to a left on Central Ave. and
left on Campus Way North. Sales office will
be on your right. Phone (301) 336-9400.

- ESSINGTON AT BOWIE NEWTOWN

CENTER. Three-level townhomes from
$135,950! Final Section Now Selling!

From the Beltway, take Rt. 50 E. to Rt. 197 S.
(Collington Rd.). Entrance will be on your
right. Follow signs to the sales center.

Phone (301) 805-7248.

Sales Centers open daily 10-7.
Brokers Welcome.

us-Home'

LISTED ON THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

T SELECT COMMUNITIES!

Home Buyers Warranty
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IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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New two bedroom townhomes in Fort Washington. Priced from $107,100. Builder will contribute $4,000

towards points and closing with lender approval. Move in within 30 days upon final loan approval. Ask
about our special options...

Two bedroom flats at Devon Hills start in the Jow 80’s and two and three bedroom townhomes between
$100,000 and $125,000. You’ll find eat-in-kitchens, spacious decks or patios, private entries, vaulted ceilings
and many other standard features. Devon Hills is convenient to shopping, schools and recreation and we’re
within 2 miles of the new route 210 interchange which is now open at Interstate 95 with direct access to
downtown D.C. and Northern Virginia. Models open daily 12 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Visit today.

Devon Hills 2

CONDOMINIUMS

. 3 . Over 250 homes sold.
A truly remarkable townhome/condominium community. In Fort Washington

5 minutes outside the beltway.

SALES CENTER 248-2295 or 735-9600
Open Daily from 12-6
Project Manager Charles Swann

VA, FHA, CONVENTIONAL
FINANCING AVAILABLE.

All prices subject to change without prior notice.

Directions: Proceed south on Indian Head High-
way (Rt. 210) from the Capital Beltway (495) to
Palmer Road, about 3.5 miles. Turn left (east) at
Palmer Road. 5 miles to Devon Hills. Coming
east from Virginia, across the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, it’s only 3 miles to Indian Head Highway.
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First Purple Heart recipient comes to Andrews

by SSgt. Crystal A. Laurie
Andrews AFB Public Affairs Office

Twelve hours into Operation Desert Storm,
an exhausted reconnaissance battalion in Sau-
di Arabia finally returns to its bunker. After a
grueling nine hours of trying to maintain com-
munications with a rear battalion during relent-
less air strikes on Iraq and two days without
sleep, rest is the only objective on everyone’s
mind as their weary heads hit their makeshift
pillows.

Then suddenly, less than 20 minutes later,
“all hell broke loose”” when multiple explo-
sions and heavy artillery fire sent the entire
bunker instantaneously running for their weap-
ons and gas masks. At the same time as Navy
Petty Officer 3rd Class Clarence Dean Conner,
hospital corpsman, jolted from his bed from all
the excitement, an artillery round hit the bunk-
er causing a piece of shrapnel to lodge in his
right shoulder. But, despite Petty Officer Con-
ner’s intense pain from his 4-inch deep, 3-inch
wide wound, he instinctively grabbed his weap-
on and gas mask and fled the bunker to join
the rest of his battalion, eaming him Operation
Desert Storm'’s first Purple Heart Medal.

"1 just think of my injury as part of doing my
job,” said the 21-year-old. "My Purple Heart
really means a lot to me, but I'd rather be
healthy and doing my share in Saudi Arabia,”
he said. “'Unfortunately, I was taken out of the
action a little too quick."”

The Hemet, Calif., native didn’'t realize he
had earned a Purple Heart, much less the first
in Desert Storm, until the day after he was
injured when two generals came by to see him
in a Naval intensive care unit in Saudi Arabia.

“One of the generals told me he wished he
had a Purple Heart to give me right there on
the spot, but unfortunately there were none in
country yet,”” said Petty Officer Conner. A week
and a half later on the hospital ward, his
executive ol cer, along with many spectators
and well-wish~ s, presented Petty Officer Con-
ner with his medal informally, according to the
corpsman.

"I think it’s nice to receive a Purple Heart,
but it’s kind of an unlucky way of getting one,”
he said.

“When I arrived in Saudi Arabia in August, I
Jjoked with my friends telling them I was going
to get something out of being there, like a
Purple Heart. But I never thought I would; |
said it just to say it,”” he said. “‘Now, not only
did 1 receive a Purple Heart, but I was the first.
It still hasn’t hit me yet.”

Petty Officer Conner spent the first three and
a half weeks transiting various medicat facili-
ties in Saudi Arabia and Germany. Then, Feb.
12, he arrived at Andrews’ 10th Aeromedical

Staging Flight, his first stop in the United

States since August.

“Being in the medical career field, I can see
that the 10th ASF has everything that you
really need to take care of patients coming in,”
he said. “'The medical staff here is very compe-
tent and qualified, and anyone who is injured
would be well taken care of.

Aside from recovering from his injury while
at the 10th ASF, Petty Officer Conner had a
chance to tour Andrews and Washington,
D.C.,during his stay. "It was a big culture
shock, but I recovered fast " said Petty Officer
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There are other ways to avoid taxes than going in 1
harm’s way. There are also some different ways to
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Conner. The first place he went off base was
McDonald'’s. | had a friend take a picture of me
out front so I could look back on it someday
— it was a big deal to me do have a choice of
food after eating from a limited menu for
nearly six months,”” he said.

After lunch, Petty Officer Conner toured
downtown Washington, D.C. “I've never seen
Washington D.C. It had special meaning for
me, unlike a regular tourists, to see the city -
after | received my medal’’ he said.

Since Petty Officer Conner received his Pur-
ple Heart, he has gained much attention
throughout the news media and military com-
munity, with many calling him a hero. Howev-
er, it came at a price. After his wound heals in
about three weeks, he begins physical therapy
to build strength back into his right arm, he
said.

Then, "'l have to go for neurology tests for
nerve damage because the shrapnel injured
my muscle and severed some nerves which
causes my arm to go numb from time to time,
but it could be worse,”” he said shrugging his
shoulders.

Once Petty Officer Conner left Andrews, he
was transferred back to his duty station, Camp
Pendleton, Calif, and given 30 days convales-
cent leave. Then he’ll return to his regular job.
From there, he said he will get out of the Navy
in September to finish his college education.

“When | enlisted, I just thought I would do
my job, get out, and say I was in the Navy,” he
said. "Now, I can say | went in, did my job and
got a Purple l'leart...l never thought there

would be a war.’ x
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Fort Belvoir mobilizes troops for war

Sgt. 1st Class John Wright embraces his
son Joe as the 437th M.P. Company ar-
rives home from the Persian Gulf.

(Pentagram file photo)

by Sgt. Nathan Webster
Fort Belvoir Public Affairs Office

Fort Belvoir’s history book will include a new
chapter: the post’s contributions to Operations
Desert Shield and Storm.

Hundreds of soldiers, including several ac-
tive and reserve units, processed through the
installation enroute to destinations in the Mid-
dle East.

And that was only the manpower contribu-
tion to the effort. Fort Belvoir also provided
family support and assistance to those left
behind, including families in Washington, D.C.,
Northern Virginia and Fort Belvoir itself.

“Everything went very well because we
talked to our higher headquarters and (other]
mobilization stations and leamed from their
experiences,” said Col. Gerald P. Williams,
Fort Belvoir's deputy commander.

The post had to accomplish the mobiliza-
tion mission with very few additional people to
handle the tremendous increase in workload.

“*Many individuals worked long hours, nights -
and weekends to accomplish the mission,”
Williams said.

About 1000 soldiers deployed to the Middle
East from Fort Belvoir, most belonging to three
units: the 115th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital,
a District of Columbia National Guard unit; the
344th Data Processing Unit, an Army Reserve
unit; and Fort Belvoir's own 437th Military
Police Company, an active duty unit.

“(Fort Belvoir's job was to) validate equip-
ment, personnel and training (to ensure the
unit was deployable),” said Sandi Thomason,
installation mobilization planner. That process

meant refresher training for soldiers in nuclear,
biological, and chemical survival, weapons
marksmanship and common tasks, as well as
ensuring they were medically fit and informed

_ as to their legal entitlements.

Besides the main units, several smaller
detachments of soldiers were activated and
deployed, as were some individual soldiers.
These detachments and a number of individual
soldiers were sent to other locations within the
States to augment units, or fill in for soldiers
who had gone to the Middle East.

Since March, the Fort Belvoir staff has been
demobilizing soldiers retuming from Desert

“Storm, as well as reservists who filled jobs in

the States. So far, about 350 have been demo-
bilized.

That process has also gone “‘very smooth-
ly,”” according to Thomason.

Most of the demobilization mission will be
accomplished by June, she said.
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